


ou show up in a world that is not your own. Hnrl respect and a good sense
of humor are your ticket to the places you want l‘n'gu With that earned
respect doors are opened to the lives of people and places you would
otherwise never be able to touch. In my case Efrian Contreras Espinoza, a
respected local patriarch and Tim Kelly, a San Juan Del Sur land developer
were the gatekeepers to my new world. They handed me the key to a land of
"Earthships", nonmarred surf breaks and irreplaceabled people.

In the land of San Juan Del Sur, Nicaragua, "gringos" are no longera
novelty. Surfers from all aver the world and 'lmapla interested in real estate
are frequent visitors. Within my month stay [ met countless surfers from the
States, and others from Portugal, Australia and even Norway. Many come fora
short stay, usually a surf trip with good friends, and end up sucked into the
land. Visitors quickly become mesmerized by the mountainous coastline,
constant offshore wind created by the large volcanic, Lake Nicaragua, making
for some of the most ideal surfing conditions when the right swell hits the
warm coast.

I want to take you away from the tourist streets and deeper into the
southern local barrio. A five minute drive on a dirt road, across a creek with a

taxi driver who accele ot Boa Co
brings you to a small barrio called arrizal 3
kind hearts, and hard hands. The land and people of El Carrizal un .
branding themselves into my heart - daily burning their distinct mark deeper and deeper.
Efrian was the center, the ultimate patriarch of the tight-knit community. With the consent
and hospitality of this man I spent most days from sunrise to sunset working, surfing, and
laughing with his sons, friends, and employees.

This is where Tim Kelly, Brooke Rundle, and David Kniffin jump into the story. Four
years previeus to my visit, Tim Kelly came to Nicaragua naively on surf trip as most do.
He returned several times after ﬂl.i.l:.ﬂtis'fll.ﬂ.!. trip and a little more than a year ago left San
Juan Del Sur having invested in 140 acres of raw land with plans to return and develop a
socially conscions, ecologically-friendly community. Just before Tim Kelly mp,ig(_hj& F
decision to purchase the land, friends and previous employees of his, Brooke Rundle an,
David Kniffin came down for good waves and to see what all the fuss was lbﬂ.lﬂ‘ Aftera
short visit Rundle, a real estate agent and resident ofmn.n a, Cali
West”of Canral
1

decided to leave ' cangorq!:n Alﬂﬂ.ﬂ.ﬂl and live full time in ™
H.mnrlca, Nil:nrngun.. Kniffin, a Los .\ngeiﬂn resident E{;unﬂy as | l;{mnk hy'mnnﬂs a's

Mexico to use. He began mnkhis p]ui to break gmu.n-ﬁ on Tim's vi.t!:ln éwﬂww
hills of El Carrizal on December 3rd, 2007,







hile getting on the plane to Nicaragua I knew I had no idea what I was
getting myself into, but I liked that idea. I was ready to see what was
waiting for me on the other side. Little did I know that I was walking
into one of the most educational and rewarding environments of my life.
I was to become a part of a growing community. A community where
sustainable building and living off-grid was the grease that allowed two
differant worlds to collide and mix together with ease. American
Earthship builders worked side by side with a group of local
Nicaragians and helped train them in how to build a house out of tires
and bottles. This home, called an Ea.rthship" will cool itself, create its
own power, and catch and filter its own rain water. An Earthship is
completely *off-grid" and in turn independent of sconomic fuctuations.
The goal of Tim Kallr and David Kniffin in the development of this new
community was to "employ local community members and demonstrats
that aside from the obvious securities of living "off-grid," the best
development, and consequently the best investment, is one that invests
in the local people and community."

When I arrived in El Carrizal, a majority of the Earthship, "Casa
Llan!’k' [Tiro House) was. already built and standing tall. T was
entranced as most are by the unique structure built of
recycled tires, glass and pla.stlc bottles. David Kniffin had arrived a week
-earlier, and two of the Barthship crew Buys, Phil Basehart a.nd Seth -
"'Llrsen. from Taos, an Mni:ﬂ were arri ,u:gms:,gﬁl
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Efrian's SDBEI_L'G}B{IVESJ and fﬂaﬁﬂs ona dai
known as Gasa Llanta to the locals isa big deal and a

: ce pf constant excitement amongst the community, espditally
‘am nng the I:uﬂ'rmemberspf th: Nlcaragua.u workers. Mﬂhm, wivi
“and children would stopby a build for hours-Brive and
* curos kids would ccmndndﬁplﬁ'?ﬁlﬁmﬁg asked, just wanting
be amﬁuf the actm& “The Housa of Tires will always be a ﬂ{i}' affa
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